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Abstract

Arabic is considered to be one of the Semitic language families from global languages at the
same time, Tamil is one of the classical language belongs to the Dravidian language family.
Considering the families of Arabic and Tamil languages, they belong to different language
families. Thus, the translation process is very difficult between them. Because they contain the
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various rules of sentence formation and phrase composition. Therefore, students of Arabic as a
foreign language at the South Eastern University of Sri Lanka face challenges in identifying the
meaning of Arabic sentences and translating them into Tamil. According to this, the research
aims to identify translation errors in writing of simple sentences among Arabic language learners
as a second language. This research uses descrivtive analysis methods. The primary data were
collected from the questionnaire distributed among 70 male and female students from the
Department of Arabic Language. Secondary data were collected from books, researches, articles,
and web articles. MS Excel is used for the data analysis. This research finds that most students
have sufficient knowledge of translation between Arabic and Tamil languages because they have
learned Arabic in Arabic colleges for about five seven, or eight years The results concludes
several errors in the translation process such as; the error in taking the appropriate word to the
target language, failure to link the word according to the target language, using incorrect tense
patterns, failure to mention the subject and the adverb, translation does not regard the context of
the target language, the use of literal translation and speaking style, and transliterating the Arabic
word in the Tamil language.

Keywords: translation errors, second language, Arabic, Tamil, simple sentence
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